1w
GSVERNCR'S PRESS OFFICE FOR IMMEDIATE PELEAST
3

i;—h CONTACT: Paul Critchlow
4 Press Secretary
d =50 5 {717) 783~1116
March 30. 1979
CUVSAEER S,
TRANSCRIPT i & L

PRFSS CONFERENCE
GOV. DICX THORMAURGH
LT. GOV. WILLZAM SCRAMTON, 34

A short tize ago, I spoke with President Carter and the Chairman of

the Nuclear Resulatory Coemission (NRC) about the situatich at Threes -~

Mile Island. Based upon the evidence and best technical advice
availatle, the President concurred with e that there continues, at
present -eadings, no reason for panic or implementation of emergency

measures.

Because the, situatiocn is a fluid one, we are continuing to constantly

monitor it. The Preaident has dispatched his personal representative,

Mz, Harold Centon, chief operations officer of the NRC, to assist re

' and work with our experts, on the scene, to monitor the situation and
keep me, and througsh me the public, fully advised. .
Based on advice of the Chai:zman of NRC and in the interests of taking
every precaution, I am advising those who may be particularly suscez-
tible to the effects of radiation, :h;t is, p:egﬂan: women and pre-
séhool age c?ildzan, to leave the area within'a S-mile radius of the

" Three-mile Island facility until turth#: notice. We have also o:df:cd
the closing of any schools within this area. I repeat that this nﬁd
other contingency measures qéc based on my belief that an excess of
caution is best. Current readings are no higher than :he& were :
yesterday. However, éhe continued presence of radioactivity in the

‘huxea and the po;;iéility of further ;missioﬁs lead me to exercise the

urmost of caution. ]

Answering questions with the Governor and Lt. Governor are;

A &
Thomas Gerusky, Director of DER's bureau’'of racdiological protection
Craig williamson, Deputy Direczor of Civil Defensc '
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Governor., do you know what the termperature is.at G
the core of the reactor right now? X =k
.
I believe it's the same as it was yelteréﬁy. e

So, it has not dropped at all?

No, it is scpposed to stay there until the coolant
system comes on. It's just stabilized righz now. _

Do you hnve'un; reason to believe that it may have &
gone up.

Governor are you concerncd that a sense of plni: nay
have set in here?

I hope not. By a deliberate measured response that -
the President and I agree is the best way to deal wizk
the current situation as we know it that pecple will
take confidence in the fact that ve are assessing the
situation constently to satisfy ourselves, what is
rumor and what is fact and that the recommendations
that we're making now will be accepted.

Governor, do you have some type of secuzity set up in -
these areas that you're going to evacuate? 5

The, #ill be handled by local police. They are not
beinq evacuated, we
are reccrmending to a speci!ied gzoup of persons that
they leave this area.

-——=the company says that they'll be making releases
similar tc this periodically over the next three to five
days to vent the pressure off of the reactor. Dc you
recommend that people who have moved out or choose to
ée;ve, stay for that duration or what do you expect t

o

Our recctmendation has been made until further notice
and we'll have to evaluate the situation on a constant
basis so we can make any other recomzendations that
will be in order.

‘Governor, there is a conflict thet came. . ., ====cer-

whether this was a planned emission or whether-it was
not a planned emission.

It was an unplanned emission. They were moving watez
from one tank into another tank, from one area to ancther,
ir. the reactor and a valve went.

Water, did yoq.sny7

Water. .
And a v‘ive failed?
Yes.
Is that =eee--=cee-or in the main auxiliary building?

=-eeeethat they say it comlng. they had no vay to gel
the stesnm off of the ==~==2

Then the information that I have as of tuo hours ago
is not correct. -~

Is there any way that you hlve of checking the info:mat‘or .
thet is'being fed to you by Met E3?:
- Pore -
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GOVERNCR: We're constantly checking it. 1It's one of the reassons.
we are delayed in speaking to you about the si%uatione:
because we want to get the best f£ix on whit the facts =
are. There are a number of conflicting versions of
every event that seems to occur.

REPORTER: Governor, there are many many people who are already
evacuating ‘tite area, children teing taken fro= schools
be parents, are being loaded into cars, their Eelingings
we have noticed in some towns, are being loaded on trucks '
people are saying thisgs they want to get out, some =1
people don't say anything, they‘re still ge%ting ou:.
Are you trying to Jdiscourage this by this statement, or
trying to control it, éo you hava any police plans to
see that there is not an interruption with traflic,.,
because this could escalate as more and more people see
others move, leave, it's like a chain reaction.

GOVER!OR* We have no indication of any traffic problex=s at the
present tine,

REPORTER: Governor, where are these people supposed tc go that
you are suggesting get out? The pre-school children
and. the pregnant women? Dz you have any plans for that
or just go away somewhere? 2
WILLIAMSON: The announcements made by the county emergency munagcaen*
directors will include information as to where mass
care facilities have been set up and are available to
those who voluntarily leave the area.

MACLEOD: How many mass care centers have been set up?

WILLIAMSON: I don't know the exact number. But there are a nmunmber, .
MACLECD: -----a few, a scote, or a couple hundrec?

WILLIAMSON: I would imagine something in the neighborhood of 10 - 1S.
PANYARD: eeee- thunbnail sketch of the evncuation plan, {f in fact

it ever comes to that?

WILLIAMSON: If it became necessary to evacuate the area, the county
emergency management directors would be advised and
they would put their existing plans into being and there
would be a controlled evncuntiou from the areas where
it is called for.

PANYARD: | Can you describe this controlled evacuation for those
milllion people?

WILLIAMSON: The information would be issued to the people, the direczion
in which they should go and the location of emergency
management cetners that will be open for them, and then
they will be given a number tc call if they have any
transporation difficulties, an¢ then those transporzaticn
difficulties would be worked out with ccunty and ema:zgency

‘q mar.agement people. -
scoTzIv: You're not nakinq any announcements right now, are you?
- .
GCVERNOR: Absolutely not. I think it is important to reiterate once

again that there is no evacuation being undertaken.

MACLEOD: Guvernor, how many people live in the 5 mile radius?
GOVERNOR: I don't know. Do yoO know Craig?
WILLIAMSON:  Roughly ,20,000. s

- ntte -
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How many schools?

» -
I'm sorry, I don't have that figure. Thege are .
schools.

There are schools. How many?
I have no idea John.

Are you maintaing the request tha: people stay inddcrs
within a 10-mile radius?

Yes. L

For how lonq7‘

bt -
Until further notice. We have to deal with the fac:s y
as they develop and we're trying to determine those
facts so that we can responé accordingly.

How many people live within that 10 mile radius?
S mile radius?

I don't think we've looked at that because there is
no action reasponse -—---=-

Where are these mass care centers being se: up? In HbG?

There's one on Hershey fcr examyle thas I's aware of.
There are others, the Daughin County E-czgency Manage=ens
director has been announcing all mornias over local

radio stations the location of these e=ecgency r=ass
centers, should it becoxme necessary to evacuate.

Are they only ===-=- centers? They'‘'re not nsss care ce:n:e

The people can sleep there and they vill be fed there an2d
for a limite d2ime they can stay there.

How far is the Hershey one froz the Three Mile Island?
In air miles?
I would ({magine in excess of 10 miles.

There is a forecast for rain for the next few dlys, wvhas
effectwill that have upon the situation?

- None.

Are the cities of Harristurg, York, Larcaster and Lebino:n
involved in this potential evacuation alert area,.

There is no potential evacuation alert area?

But you’'re saying tha: you're monitoring the li:untion
ané that there could be evaucations. .

I didn't say that at all. .1 said there is no evacuation
order at this time,

But you used the wvoréd potential, Gavernor.

No, I didn't. I do not. . we cannot reflect upon wha: the

facts may be, 1, 5, or 24 hours hence. I think the

only we can say now is that.there ig no evacultion keing
ordered or undertaken.

Covarnor, is is -----to say that the state is preparing

for an evacuation in the event thut it becomes necessary
based oA changing -=-=<? ‘

R - ol A
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Or. Wednesaay morning, when I first learned of the
incident that took place at the plant, 1 inquiged =
of Colonel Henderson as to whether or not _an . -
evacuation contingency plan was Zramed and available - ~
i2 the eventually arose. He assuced me that there

was such a plan and I reanin assured that there is

such a plan.

In the even:.thnt an evacuation is deened necessacy
ow ruch of an advance notice can those affected °
expect?

I can’'t say. As much as.possible obviously.

Governor,” would you discourage the people besi&e pregnans
woren and young children ir the to leave the arzea now2 -

I think that's a decision that they have to meke

for themselves. If they assess the situation as the
president and I and the chaizzan of the NRC do,
there would be no reason to leave. Hcwever, family
considerations, you don't expect only the pregnant
vonen and the pre-school children to leave.

Governor, ======= your original statement you mentioned
the last one I heard the possibility o0f -e--~ermissions. -.
Inaudible.

Governor, concerning the situation at the plant on
enissions, do you believe that there will be furtherc
enissions that will be requiring a reconsideration
of evacuation? -

I don't know. The possibility is theze and that will
cause us to reconsider if itee--ce,

¥hat have you heard from the company stout the possibility
of fucther emissions either controlled or potentially
uncontrolled?

I think that we have beer tol€ by the company that therce
will be certainly further controlled emissions. When,
where and in waht manner I‘'m not competent to speak. . .

Governor, I don‘'t undecstand in your statezen:z you say
that currert readings are no higher than they.wece
yesterday. Yesterday the NRC told us that the readings
in the area had declined from a high of about 20

mr's, 30 mr's to an average of 1-5. Today, we were
told that there were readings south of the plan: .
0f 25 mr's. . Are the readings higher today?

The curcent :a;dingl are in the 1-5 mr's range. The
present, the last time I called over there before I
came up. . 15-20 minutes agec.

1-5 mr's?

-

Yé;.' In the X-S'MZ'I.- Right‘n: the observation centec.

Then why are you advising pregnant women to leave?

Because of the possibility that another event will occur.
We don't vant to lieave people, let people stay there and
have something more serious occur than what happered tiis
morning. ] y 7

The 1-5 mr reading, is that from DER oz the NRC? Whece
does that come from. Becsuse tha: contradicss informaction
that we got earlier? Y T

- rCTO -
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GERUSKY: Ry DER staf? is there with survey ceters and mves Py

been sending the infor=ation back by rad:ie to my % "

ofZice. That's the last I have. g
REPORTER. YESTERDAY, WOW WHO CPCERED

the discharge of the water and who suspencded iz?

%hich agency of goverament?
GERUSKY: Thaz's a little confusing. We haven't exactly found

out hew it started and wve know why it stopped.

Ané that ve alloved it to start again. We wvere

told that ,yesterday afternoon that they were thinking
about releasing some radioactive material to the

river. Apparently, they believed that they had
authorization under their license and «------- to i
Telease the material. It was less than 1l t of the
allownble concentration that they could release undec
their =----, CUnfortunately, it wasn't in the
radiocactive wvaste lirne. It was in the indus:zrial wasze
line. And their -~=—====gaid they couldn’'t releaae any
radioactivity through their industrial waste line.

€o the NRC told them to stop. At that point they-had
to coze to DER, because industrial waste is a DER
problee. And on and on . . In any case, the radio- e
activity started yestescday. It will continue v
through 250,000 gallons per minute release. It's

xanon 133 that ‘s in the water and it shculd evapocate
irmediately after it hits the river, causiag no

problex to anybody downstceaz or arouad the plant.

REPORTER: flov long will that continue?

GZRUSRY: 30 hours, is what they anticipated their release
to-wenven,

PANYARD: When did the state first find out ==-===we=e-actually
being dumped?

CFRUSKY: I don’'t. . . I think about S o'clock when they were
told to stop, but I'm not positive.

REPOPTER: incudible. .

GLRUSKY: Yes. And then ve tried to find ocut what was hagpening

. and authorize the approval whick started at midnight.

REPORTER: < 30 hours, when does that end?

CERUSKY: ' I believe fro= midnight last night when it stazted.

REPORTER: To about 6 o'clock tomorrow? &

GERUSKY: Yes. .

GOVERNOR: Let me ansver a previous Guestion that was askeZ, thece

" are 2) schools within Qhis S mile. . . .

REPORTER: Covernor, what about the 10od supplies in that 5 mile

area? Are they in any danger of any kind of contsmination
or anything else?

GFRUSHY. : No.

e hsven't found any radiocactive iocdine in the
environment which is the most critical concern. The
problem are the noble gasea which are not reactave
with anythirng and there's nothing on the grcund
TRAT WE CAN FIND. So, there's no problem of cecntamination
of food Pt anything like that as of this momernt.

- more -
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The releases have been going through a filteg‘\syscen -
which includes cleanup of .the -=w===, Tifere’'is sti:l -
a lot of radioactive material in tha: reactor and’, 5
there is radioactive iodine in tliere in that reactor

and it could get out and that's why we're continuing

our monitoring program.

What was the last millirem reading above the plant?

I don't know above the plant. It was 3 at the, where °*
we were at the observation «-=---,

I understand a state police helicopter was above
the piant taking the reading and------ceccccae

The state, ok, yes, the lsat reading. I don't know
what the last reading was, but the 1200 reading,
there's a guestion about that, whether it's 1200

or 300, buz it doesn't make any difference, it was
high.

What does the 1200 reading mean?

It doesn't mean anything. Because we saw those levels =

during the first few days right above in that plume.
Right above the plant.

Mz. Hendrie in the statement that was made earlier said
that equivocates out to 120 millirems dosage for
anybody downwind. That was the staement that was made
by Mz, Critchlow earlier.

I haven't done the calcsulation. I didn't know that

Tom, how far w-----is the observation point where you
got the reading of 3 or S from the plant?

A mile. :

A quarter of a mile, three quarters of a mile, you can
see the plant. . .

3 or S what. Rems or millirems?
3 millirems. i

What's that equivalent to? .
That's per hour and that's equivalent to a plane flight
froz here to California.

Governor, you said that the situation there is stabili:zed
but there's this sense that if there are thése emissions
that are non-controlled and it isn't stabilized and it

is out of control. What are they telling you?

Do you believe that it .4sn't under control there?

As I've said, I'm very skeptical of any one source of

facts and one of the things that we have to do is

rely on those people who come at this problem Zrom

differing sources so that we can satisy ourself.on the

facts that we use to base our opinions and our actions.
- more =
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GOVERNOR: Stabilize mweans that as of the moment that I.° ° '
came up here there is no ------action at the facility
but one of the reasons that we have taken these.
precautionary measures is that the possibility
of further emissions can't be ruled out.

REPORTER: Inaudible. 3
GOVERNOR: I've had no discussion with them.
REPORTER: But the inforamtion provided to you that caze from

Met Ed, has that been credible or not? %
GOVERNOR: I really can't assess it becatse post of the informatizn -

I've received has been from KRC and fro= our DER i
and from the other agencies.

MACLEOD: Governor, what’s the difference between a child oc
a pregnant woman Or an adult in terms of the possidle

GOVERNOR: I don't know. My action was taken on the advice
of the chairman of the NRC and my secretary of :
Health, They informed me that there was a particulas -
susceptibility to the effects of radiation. .

MACLEOD: =-==-you don;t know exactly what the di!gefence is?
GOVERNOR: I'm not a medical doctor.
RETORTER: Could Mr. Gerusky be a little more specific as to whe

at the plant told hime-===----more precisely what
happened this morning so that wve can compare

that to vhat we’'re being told by the company. 4in other
words, who told you, precisely what's going on?

GERUSXY: I don't have the time. I went home last night at

1l a.m. and got back at S a.m. 2nd sometime between

S a.m. and 8 a.m., arounéd that time, we have an open
line to the plant, whoever we were talking to at that

at the plant said that they had an uncontrolled, urplanned
release of radioactive material to the environment.

They gave us the reading, at 600 feet, I bealieve
directly in the plume, and they gave us a reading at

the site boundary. At that tize, we had people who

were heading south anyway to do some environmental
readings and the wind was blowing south, they were in

a radio car, we got in touch with them and they surveyel
the doses on the way down and now are back at the center
which was about the highest anyway.

REPORTER: The plant said that they were transferring contaminated
reactor coolant, you started to say that they were
transferring it and that a valve blew, that's the
part that I'm trying to,

e

GERUSKY: That's the information®”that we got. That they didn't
expect that there would be any release of gases ¢o
the ataosphere. “

PLEASE PICK UP WITR PART II OF TRANSCRIPT.

Wy

-
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And i{t was a valve malfunction? LET at
€ ¥

& - y e .
I am not sure if it is a malfunction or a normal £upccloﬂibut
they didn't expect it to occur.

OK, and this was all information that came in at about 7 a.m.
this morning when the release was actually going on or had
just occuread? X

Yes, that is when the information came about the emergency * '
if you want :o call it that, close the windeows, stay insice.

oid the company advise you in advance that the o! yesterday
when the release was stopped, that there might in fact be -
further relases as a part of their normal cool down over ~
the next couple day, as they were telling us this mornins?

I was not advised.

Could you clarify once again the difference in all the mr
readings? Perhaps I am missing something but we were told
this moraing 1200 mrs down to 900, and on the ground possibly
125, and now you are telling us 1 to S. Am I missing scmething
or what ‘is the difference? | ES
One to five is in the range of what we saw yesterday.

Millirem? ~

M.R. per hour, that's the nuzbers we were using yesterday.

This morning -- 1200 or...

1200 is directly over the release point. That is now down,
or at 1l a.m. was down to 90 -- that was 1200 millirem per
y =======-v= per hour, it is now at 11 at Y0 mr per hour.
So that has stopped.

-

Do you have the recent readings that you have go-.ter offsite?

Yes, the offsite readings went up to about 14 mr per hour
as we went south of .the plant and there were about ...

Onsite?

We didn’'t go onsite to measure. z e *
Are ;ou still getting 14 mrs?
No, we are not we are getting 3.
You said that it went up to 14?2
The Governor's Press Secretary told us it was betueen 20 and 30
on the east bunk in another areas.

That is on :he site? Lty

No, he ili& oA the site it ;;l ---; ------ inaudible========= -
That is what the chairman of the NRC told us.

That wvas information that they probably got either from NRC
or...thera axe hundreds of people out there with siirvey meters
and all this information is coming in --. our people are giving
us the Information that I'm giving you.

-

14 is the highesz? :
r 4 "

-mErgs-
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14 is the highest we have found. =
14
I have just got to tell you that we share your frustr&tions:
It is a very difficult thing to pin these factS down. i :
So that we can try to give you some kind of bundle of 5
reliable information. We are trying to do cur best, but...

This moraing you saic that 120 is still less than what the
EPA says is the trigger level for evacuation -~ 120 mcs
what is the trigger level for evacuation? ]
EPA's recommended guide I believe is 1000 over the course
of the incident.

LY

1000 mrs? s

Quer the course of the incident. ! .‘
Cumulative?

Yes.

So we would have several hundred already?

We have not had several hundred slready.

What is your estimate of how many we have had?

I still think it is below 100. 'y
You mean hou:lby hour cumulative?

The total to an; one individual I believe is less than 100
at this pcint.

Are you aware that we are getting =--—-—-—- and reports
from Dauphin County in terms of whether or nct this
----- — ===inaudible——==——===

We are getting conflicting reports ‘tco. What we are trying
to do is give you our best estimate of what the accurate
facts are.

You are saying it wos a controlled emnission...

No, it was an uncontrolled one. 3
I ap sorzry, uncontrolled. Could you explain that to me,
could you make an ovarall statempent of what that nmeans?

It was unexpected and they could not stop it.

Where was that emisgion, in the reactor room, or in the
auxiliary building? 7

i

3 believe it was the auxiliary building but I dor't know.

Could we please iron... .

Sare 1o}aéion. I think that, I think it is the same locaticn
that we normally vere getting ----- from.

So there is no problem in the :eaéto: room that you know of?

.No, there was no problem in the reactor room.

You said that water that was bcing'ténnstérred frocn one tank to
another tenk... et :

From one area to another area.
E s

=-more-
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What water are you talking aiout?

The coolant water. The high-level coolant water g&n:le:ngéins
the xenon... . e w \

Toam, was that from one area within the auxiliary bulldihg
to anotiher? .

I am sorry I don't know.

Was this primary-water?

Primary watewes

You don't know where it was being from, or to?

That is right. I don't right now. Our nuclear enginec} T
is not here.

One of the reasons that the President has dispatched Mr.
Denton, who was the chief operations officer of the NRC
here, is to answer those kinds of questions so that we ha-e
a comnunications facility se= up between Wlashington, our
office, other appropriate agencies that will dispell sonme
of the multi-directional reports of facts that we get.

~=e=——jnaudible-===w=-
I don’t know. ; x

In your conversation with the President what did he say
about this?

Well, he was concerned that there be no panic, that there be
no going off half-cocked on the basis of facts that haven't
been verified and that there be appropriate co=municatiors
of the best estimate of the situation to the people.

Our prime concern is the safety of the people of central
Pennsylvania. 1In order tc assess what we must do to protect
their safety, we need accurate information and I think the
President agreed with me that we neecded a better capability
to com=unicste and to fact fine and accordingly he has sent
his own representative because this in NRC jurisdiction,

his own representative here to assist and keep us all fully
informed.

Governor, do your wife and children -intend to stay in ..
Harrisburg?

Yes.

How about the Lt. Gov.'s?

Is she going to stay in the area? 5
She is currently ué Indiantown Gap and she wil! Ltay theie.
She was in Harrisburg yesterday. E

Mr. Gerusky could you explain about the overall doseage of
mrs? Yssterday, we asked the question i there was an

average reading. We said we didn't have one. Number one,

do we have one today and number two, if in fact, the

say the lowest level of mrs were one per hour since this
incident took place, 48 <o 50 hours ago, is that a multiple,
80 a person could figure out their mr doseage by miltifplying

What we ace going to try to do is éigé cﬁt the highest readin
at any poia: where anybcdy could have been and give that

:; the highaest. e don't, now that doesn't mean pedple 2re
ere: bUt the exposure has beea:varying all over the place,

rdpl< gl Ty
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GERUSKY (C A°-INUED), number one we have got some low wind -peed, ané the

PANYARD:
GERUSRKRY :

PANYARD:
GERUSRKY:

REPORTER:
GOVERNOR:
REPORTER:

GERUSKY:
PANYARD:

REPORTER:

GOVEANOR:

REPORTER:

CRITCHLOW:

MACLEOD:

GERUSKY:
BRUTZO:

GERUSKY:
% N
BRUTTO:

GERUSKY:

BRUTTO:
GERUSRY:

wind direction is shifting all of the time. .
e

But in order to find the dolenga, -=-=-using the ﬂh:be' o'

hcurs that the accident...

-~

Yes, mr times hours is mr per hours tires hours will give you
millizem.

And you still believe it is under 100 on the average? ,

I think so, I mean it is my educated guess, and I have been
in the business since S56...

Bow many more ékys does this emission have to continge
before it gets dangerous enough that you have to say he:
yo. people have been exposed?

We can't nmake that judgement now.

Two weeks, three weeks, eight months, or what, I mean this
may never be cleaned up for a while.

That is what we are concerned adbou*.

People llke Dr. Sternglass would make that judgezent woulédn' t.
they? how long before damage could set in?

Governor Thornburgh you ====== --that they don't have ta

leave, are you recormending that people not come into the
area?

Well, that is probably general statement, but on ths othez

hand there may be need for them to come into the area, and

I don't want to exbargo the area. I think that any unrecessl:y
travel in the area would probably be justified.

Let's get back to the NRC thing,-—-----—-mlssed several words
because cassette turned over)

based on the mr reading they had above the
plant at that time that was si®ply.a.calculation of what the
maximum potential dose could have been for someone downwind,
of the plant at that particular time. There is no reading
anywhere that indicates that anyone got that heavy a dose.
It was not based on any readings and.there have been no
readings that high. There is no reading of 125.

Do you know what the highest reading is as a ke:ult of that
burst of radiation =-====-~inaudidble--==—-=

The highest one we had I told you was, offsite 14,
Was that in Goldsboro?

We didn't go to Goldsboro, we had the team down where we thought

the plume was. i
Give n;'n.q;og:aphic location.

It varied slightly, but it was south of the .plant, a mile south
of the plant to the center. In the center the reading at the
center was about 14. It has now dropped tO =====,

"Was it in a populatcd area? . P

It is a low poﬁulation zone.

-more-
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MACLEOD: How much of a mr w.ss it? ;
GERUSRY: 14 mr per hour. T e ,:
ROSS: R --inaudible-------- you indicate £ron Yo AR TR

is a guess right, ok, now, if you were to have an xray, how
many x-rays would that be?

GE ‘USRY: Three chest x-rays probably in Pennsylvania. It would give
you a 100 mrs to the chest, this is the whole body exposuce,
> }
ROSS: That would not necessarily be because you would be wearing clothes
GERUSKY: No. S :
RESPORTER: Have you found any reading over the course over on- point -
where ===e-—ee==~inaudible--=ccccccccccax did you constantly |

record this hour by hour since the accideat occurred?

Can we get a reading from that one place from the start to now?
GEPUSRKY: We do='t have those tabulated in any fashion right now, they

are tabulated at the plant. What we were planning on doing

and I anm not sur: if we initiated it because of this incident

or not, we have surrounding the plant =-—-cecc-cae--

docinmeters, which are radiation deiectors, as part of our

routine environunental monitoring program. We were planning

on pulling those this morning and having them replaced with ‘.-

new ones. I don't know if we did because of the inciden:

we were hoping that the course of the action was over, and

that we could give you a determination of what it was at those

locations sucrounding the plant.

REPORTER: What was the highest reading be!o:e this meraing's
incid:nt?

GZRUSKY: - Our highest reading?

REPORTZR: Before any incident? -

GERUSRKY: We found a 20 in Goldsboro yesterday morning.

REPORTER: We are saying before the incident occurred, what was the
highest reading?

GERUSRY: Before what incident

REPORTER: Before the atomic, =

RSPORTER Before Wednesday?

GERUSKY: Less’ than a tenth of an mr per hour. i

REPORTER: Governor, the utility said today thst they would continue these

emnissions of radiocactive gases and the first, and firs:
crmission wvas probably this afterroon, what will this do.to
your plan, will continued emnissions have an effect on what
you regeurt of the populus here? What would you ant-cipa:e
if there were a secias of contined...

GOVERNIOR: Oepends on the assessrent I get-from the people who are
‘q £ monitoring, depends on the assessmen: that I get from
the people who are monitoring.
REPORTER: ceeaseeainaudiblerecaccacaca= i
GOVEZNOR:

We'll react to what the situation is.

REPORTZR: Do you know who set off the alarm? -- .

GOVERNOR: It was set off by mistakeby an employee of the city:

* b -more-~ &
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I think Paul said that'that alara is to notify people to take
cover. Are people being informed that if they get a long ' .
siren that they should head for cover if it would be * o
reactivated? Are people being ‘informed that i€ they get .,

a 10G.ess 4

-

The meaning of the take covef sigr.al is not generally known
by the population and would not be used un:ier these
circumstances to, for that purpose.

What city employee made the decision to set off the alas=?

Wasn't it Kevin Malloy? By

I don't know what his nane is. It was set off by a low-level
employee. ot . -“

It wasn't a civil defense employee? Sy
It wasn't an ordered, planned siren.

Did he just bump into it or did he delibecately tzip it o022
I don't know I wasn't there, and I really am not tecribly
concerned with assessing responsibility for setting of¢
alarms at this time.

~ee=-ee--was ordered by éhe.county officials?

That is not cocrec:. A -

That is not correct.

The emissions that are still coming from the reactor, are they
less now than they were before and as each emission goes

they are decceasing?

1 don't know, the second one that occurred was vesy saall.
These gentlemen have to get back to the cammand post in the
Governor's Office. That will conclude the press confecence.
We'll keep you briefed either throush informal briefings by
myself or further briefings here.

~ t ¢
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